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Preview of AWRI research station draws supporters
Community members, volunteers, donors,
alumni and elected officials gathered
September 6 at the Robert B. Annis Water
Resources Institute in Muskegon for a preview
of the institute’s new Field Research Station
building.
The event brought together community leaders
to demonstrate the need for a larger research
station at the AWRI’s Lake Michigan Center.
Speakers at the event included President
Thomas J. Haas, AWRI Director Alan Steinman,
and campaign co-chairs Larry Hines and Mike
Olthoff.
“I’m pleased to be here in Muskegon tonight,
and glad that we’re here to help support worldclass research on the Great Lakes,” Haas said.
“The work we’re doing right here on Muskegon
Lake and in Lake Michigan has a direct impact
on the fresh water we value so much.”
Steinman stressed the importance of research
taking place at AWRI, including ecological,
biological and environmental issues.

“Whether it’s protecting the
waters for the benefit of the
fisheries, or finding ways to fight
against invasive species, we have
a resource here on the Great
Lakes that we are working to
protect,” Steinman said.
Campaign co-chair Larry Hines
cited the features of the new
facility as “the next stage for the
Annis Water Resources Institute.”
The new facility will be a
14,700-square-foot field station
Photo by Jeff Dykehouse
that will house dedicated
Alan
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research laboratories, four
the new field research station. Looking on are President Thomas J.
research scientists’ offices, space for
Haas and co-chairs Larry Hines and Mike Olthoff.
for graduate and undergraduate
student research, and spaces for
AWRI site is being taken down and recycled,
year-round research — something
keeping with Grand Valley’s commitment to
that was never possible in the old, unheated
sustainability. For information on the new field
field station.
research station, visit www.gvsu.edu/giving/
awri.
The current field station building on the

Across Campus
Task force meets with ACE liaison
The committee charged with assessing the university’s goals related to
international education met with a liaison from the American Council on
Education to began shaping their yearlong task.

Barbara Hill, ACE’s senior associate for internationalization, said initial
meetings were meant for the committee to be reflective and intentional
about student outcomes and university resources.
Grand Valley is among a cohort of colleges and universities that has joined
the ACE’s Internationalization Laboratory. Since it was established in
2003, nearly 60 institutions have participated in ACE labs. Others in the
cohort are Becker (Mass.) College, Indiana University-Purdue University
Indianapolis, Merrimack (Mass.) College, University of Mississippi,
Villanova (Penn.) University, Texas Christian University, University of
Minnesota Duluth and Virginia Commonwealth University.
Hill also met with President Thomas J. Haas, Provost Gayle R. Davis and
Deans Council members during her visit.

New Alten paintings featured in
expanded Gordon Gallery
A second floor expansion to the Grand Valley art gallery devoted to works
by Mathias J. Alten opened to the public September 15. The George and
Barbara Gordon Gallery is located in the DeVos Center, Building E, on the
Pew Grand Rapids Campus.
Photo by Amanda Pitts

Pictured is the Internationalization Task Force, along with ACE representative
Barbara Hill, fourth from right. The committee is chaired by Mark Schaub, back, third
from right, and Carol Sanchez, front, third from left.

Grand Valley holds the largest public Alten collection in the world, as
continues on page 2
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Across Campus
one of those initiatives,
mentoring, during
her presentation. The
commission hopes to
establish a mentoring
program for faculty and
staff members.

continued from page 1
well as his family’s archive collection
of family photos and letters. The
German-born artist immigrated to
Grand Rapids and became known as
the “Dean of Michigan Painters.”
Grand Rapids collectors George and
Barbara Gordon determined that
their Alten paintings should be on
permanent public display, made the
lead gift to Grand Valley in 1999, and
continue to build on that gift annually.
The second floor gallery expansion
was made possible through their
generous support.

Smith called herself an
“indifferent student”
during high school
and said a guidance
counselor, a key mentor,
helped her see beyond
the borders of her
hometown.
A portrait of Mathias Alten’s

daughter, Camelia, is among the
The new exhibition includes nearly
works by the artist added to the
40 pieces exhibited in the second
expanded Gordon Gallery.
floor gallery, which added 1,253
square feet of exhibition space.
Among these and the 36 paintings exhibited in the first floor gallery are 31
new paintings, future gifts of the George H. Gordon Trust.

“The expansion not only allows space for the new paintings, but also
more space for archival Alten materials from Grand Valley’s permanent
collection,” said Henry Matthews, director of galleries and collections.
The gallery is open to the public with free admission every Friday and
Saturday from 1-5 p.m. For more information, call x12563, or visit www.
gvsu.edu/artgallery.

Women’s Commission
hosts annual program
The Women’s Commission hosted its annual fall luncheon September 12,
welcoming faculty and staff members and highlighting its initiatives for
the upcoming year.

Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker

Patricia Smith, deputy university counsel, gives
a presentation at the Women’s Commission Fall
Welcome September 12.

“He told me it was not
too late to improve my grades and that I would be eligible for financial
aid,” Smith said. “He encouraged me to reach further for myself.”
She relayed a famous quote that mentors are “artists of encouragement”
who work in large and small ways to inspire others.
“There is not a set formula for success,” Smith said, adding that mentors
can be called upon for guidance, emotional support and role modeling.

Grand Valley, MCC sign
transfer agreement
President Thomas J. Haas and Montcalm Community College President
Robert C. Ferrentino signed a transfer agreement September 6 that will
help students who transfer to Grand Valley complete an associate’s degree
at MCC.
The initiative applies to Montcalm Community College students who
have completed at least 15 credits at MCC, but transferred before earning
an associate’s degree.

Keynote speaker Patricia Smith, deputy university counsel, expanded on
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GVFaces
Gayle Schaub
Liaison librarian,
Steelcase Library
Gayle Schaub, visiting liaison librarian at the
Steelcase Library, said the best part of her job is
being able to work directly with Grand Valley
students and colleagues.
Schaub began working at Grand Valley in
May and is currently responsible for teaching
and instruction, collection development and
working with students to explain the resources
offered to them and how to effectively put them
to use.
Originally from Wisconsin, Schaub earned
a master’s degree in library and information
services from the University of Wisconsin in
2009. Most recently she worked at the Grand
Rapids Public Library.
Schaub said her research interests involve
working with international students because of
her personal experiences studying abroad and
facing the challenges of studying in another
country.

“I am able to help
international
students have
a better library
and university
experience as
a whole, which
encourages them
to want to stay
at Grand Valley
or return in the
future,” said
Schaub. “This only
further increases
the diversity of
the Grand Valley
community.”

Gayle Schaub

Schaub said she also enjoys the diversity of
the library staff. “There are so many different
interests and talents here and I am able to meet
a wide variety of people,” she said.
In her spare time, Schaub said she enjoys going
for walks and making her own soap. She is also
a proud Laker mom.
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What’s Ahead
Holland apiary will
celebrate harvest
The beekeepers at Grand Valley will celebrate
their first harvest with a community party.
The Harvest Party is set for Tuesday,
September 18, from 6-8 p.m. at the Meijer
Campus in Holland, 515 S. Waverly Road. The
event is free and open to the public.
Events will include candle making, honey
tasting and a drawing for raffle prizes.
Participants can learn more about bee products
and the health benefits of honey.
Grand Valley’s apiary opened in June, under the
direction of Anne Marie Fauvel, affiliate faculty
member of liberal studies.
More information is online at www.gvsu.edu/
honeybees, or “like” the GVSU Beekeepers on
Facebook.

Year of Interfaith
Understanding
events continue
Last year, on the 10th anniversary of 9/11,
Grand Rapids Mayor George Heartwell
proclaimed 2012 as the Year of Interfaith
Understanding, coordinated by the Kaufman
Interfaith Institute at Grand Valley. Since then,
more than 200 events have been held.
Events continue with a book tour stop by Brian
McLaren, author, speaker, activist and public
theologian. His presentation, “Why Did Jesus,
Moses, the Buddha and Mohammed Cross
the Road? Christian Identity in a Multi-Faith
World,” is set for Tuesday, September 18, 7 p.m.,
in the Eberhard Center.
Tickets are required: $15 advance, $20 at door.
For more information, call x15702 or visit
www.2012gr.org.

General Education
director opens Her Story
series
The annual “Her Story” series will open on
Wednesday, September 19, with a presentation
by Carol Griffin, director of General Education
and professor of biology.
Griffin’s presentation is at noon in the Kirkhof
Center, room 2270. Attendees are encouraged
to bring their lunches.
The series is sponsored by the Women’s Center
and Women’s Commission; it provides an
opportunity for the campus community to hear
from women in leadership positions at Grand
Valley.
For more information, contact the Women’s
Center at x12748.

Encompass schedules
consultations
Encompass, Grand Valley’s employees
assistance service, will have its counselors
available for consultations with faculty and staff
members this week.
On-site consultations will be held on Thursday,
September 20, from 7:30 a.m.-1 p.m., in the
Kirkhof Center, room 2228. Call Encompass
at (616) 459-9180 to set up a 30-minute
appointment.

Contemporary culture
topic of FAC lecture
Award-winning writer, critic and translator
Daniel Mendelsohn will present “Medea on
the Jersey Shore: Tragedy and the Crisis of
Reality in Contemporary Culture,” Thursday,
September 20, 7 p.m., at the Eberhard Center.
The lecture is one of six events during the
popular Fall Arts Celebration.

Earlier this year,
Mendelsohn
was elected into
the American
Academy of Arts
and Sciences as
part of a 2012
class that included
Secretary of State
Hillary Rodham
Clinton, actor
Clint Eastwood
and Amazon.
Daniel Mendelsohn
com founder Jeff
Bezos. Trying
to pigeonhole Mendelsohn’s own area of
expertise is a challenge, given his broad range
of interests and writings. A common element
found in much of his work is fresh insight about
contemporary culture as influenced by his
scholarly training as a classicist.
Mendelsohn is the Charles Ranlett Flint
Professor of Humanities at Bard College. His
articles, essays, reviews, and translations have
appeared in such diverse publications as The
New York Times, The New York Review of Books,
Esquire and The Paris Review.
A recipient of the National Book Critics Circle
Award for Excellence in Reviewing (2001)
and the George Jean Nathan Prize for Drama
Criticism (2002), Mendelsohn has written six
books, including an award-winning account of
his search for the truth about six relatives who
perished in the Holocaust, The Lost: A Search
for Six of Six Million.
“Waiting for the Barbarians” is a new collection
of Mendelsohn’s essays on subjects ranging
from Susan Sontag and Noël Coward, to TV’s
“Mad Men” and Greek myth in “Spider-Man.” It
will be published in October.
Mendelsohn’s lecture will be followed by
book signing and a reception. All Fall Arts
Celebration events are free and open to the
public. For more information, visit www.gvsu.
edu/fallarts, or call x12180.

Across Campus
continued from page 2
“We are excited about this partnership with
Montcalm Community College and the value
of this agreement for students,” Haas said.
“Students who transfer short of receiving their
associate degree can receive that credential
and can use credits earned at Grand Valley to
qualify.”
Grand Valley has similar transfer agreements
with Grand Rapids Community College,
Muskegon Community College and Macomb
Community College.

Staff members
participate in
Project Blueprint
Four Grand Valley staff members participated
in this year’s United Way Project Blueprint,
a leadership development program aimed at
increasing the number of ethnically diverse
professionals providing volunteer leadership to
the boards and committees of West Michigan
nonprofit agencies.
Martha Moore, senior accountant, said:

“The program is very beneficial to those in
the community who never had any training
or knowledge as to what truly goes on at a
board meeting or how each board member is
asked to give of their time, talents and funds.
I personally enjoyed meeting and interacting
with both colleagues and people from various
business sectors.”
Juanita Davis, CLAS academic advisor, said
the class was instrumental in encouraging
participants to be a voice for underrepresented
populations in West Michigan.
Monica Allen, affiliate instructor in the
Seidman College of Business, said: “I really
enjoyed participating in Project Blueprint.
Having access to experts in the community
and working with other participants was very
beneficial. I learned a lot about fundraising and
how to be a board member who brings value to
the table.”
Ayana Weekley, assistant professor of women
and gender studies, also participated in the
program.
Some of the program topics included cultural
diversity, board member responsibilities,

From left are Project Blueprint participants Ayana
Weekley, Juanita Davis and Martha Moore.

effective communication, mentoring and
networking, group dynamics and fundraising.
The program also provided the participants
opportunities to engage with the presenters
as well perform group activities to further
understand board dynamics. The 2012 Project
Blueprint participants took part in a graduation
ceremony June 7 at the Van Andel Arena.
Grand Valley’s United Way campaign runs from
October 8-19.
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General Events
Mon., Sept. 17
Noon: Hispanic Heritage Month Event: “My
Study Abroad Experience in Peru and El
Salvador,” by Julie Guevara and Jim Penn.
2215/2216 KC. Call x12177 for more information.
6 p.m.: Artist-Faculty Series with Gregory
Crowell, harpsichord. 1121 PAC. Call
x13484 for more information.
8 p.m.: Master Class with Kenneth
Thompkins, trombone. CDC. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/music for more information. Call
x13484 for more information.

Tues., Sept. 18
10 a.m.-4 p.m.: Secretary of State’s Voter
Registration Unit. Transformational Link,
Allendale Campus.
6 p.m.: Meijer Campus hosts Harvest Party.
HOL. Call x13910 for more information.

Wed., Sept. 19
7:30 a.m.: Secchia Breakfast Lecture by John
Russell. Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call
x17100 for more information.
10 a.m.-1:30 p.m.: Farmers Market. Parking Lot
F. Visit www.gvsu.edu/healthwellness for
more information.
11 a.m.: Hispanic Heritage Month Event: “A
New Home in Michigan: the MexicanAmerican Experience in Muskegon,” by
Connie Navarro. 2204 KC. Call x12177 for
more information.

Noon: Women’s Commission hosts Her Story
with Carol “Griff” Griffin. 2270 KC. Call
x12748 for more information.
Noon: Art at Noon with Chamber PlayersSchubert’s Octet. CDC. Call x13484 for
more information.
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 2201 KC. Visit
www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for information.
2 p.m.: Human Resources Career Services
hosts “Making Change Happen,” by Kim
Monaghan. 1142 KC. Call x12215 for more
information.
6:30 p.m.: Psychology Film Series: “The Heart
is a Lonely Hunter.” 176 LMH. Call x12195
for more information.
6:30 p.m.: Muskegon Regional Center hosts
“Their Story,” by Cathy Brubaker-Clarke.
MCC. Call (231) 777-0505 for more information.

1 p.m.: Human Resources Excellence Series:
“Achieving Results Without Authority,” by
Beverly Washington. 123 CHS. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/seminar to register.
7 p.m.: Fall Arts Celebration Event: “Medea on
the Jersey Shore: Tragedy and the Crisis
of Reality in Contemporary Culture,” by
Daniel Mendelsohn. EC. Call x12180 for
more information.

Fri., Sept. 21
Noon: Writing Center hosts Faculty Friday.
302E DEV. Call x12922 for more information.

Sports
Fri., Sept. 21
7 p.m.: Soccer hosts Saginaw Valley State
University.

Thurs., Sept. 20

7 p.m.: Volleyball hosts Malone University.

7:30 a.m.: Downtown Toastmasters. University
Club Room, DEV. Visit www.gvsu.edu/
toastmasters for information.

Sat., Sept. 22

7:30 a.m.: Encompass On-Site Consultation.
2228 KC. Call (616) 459-9180 to set up an
appointment.
8:30 a.m.: Human Resources Excellence
Series: “Achieving Results Without
Authority,” by Beverly Washington.
2215/2216 KC. Visit www.gvsu.edu/
seminar to register.

4 p.m.: Volleyball hosts Walsh University.
7 p.m.: Football hosts Ohio Dominican
University.

Sun., Sept. 23
1 p.m.: Soccer hosts Northwood University.

11:30 a.m.: Health and Wellness hosts
Alzheimer’s and Dementia Support Group.
2263 KC. Call x12215 for information.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News
Gleaves Whitney, executive director of the
Hauenstein Center for Presidential Studies,
was interviewed by National Public Radio for a
story about the coolest presidents in American
history.
Keith Oppenheim, assistant professor of
communications, wrote a guest opinion column
about political swing envy that was published
by Michigan Public Radio.

Sketches
Aaron Haight, assistant director of student

life, gave a presentation, “Best Practices in
Interfaith Service,” at the Summer Convening
of the President’s Interfaith and Community
Service Challenge in Washington, D.C. Haight
and George Grant Jr., dean of the College of
Community and Public Service, gave a webinar
presentation, “Funding Interfaith/Community
Service Work,” for the Corporation for National
and Community Service.
Patricia Bravender, library faculty member,
wrote an article, “Should Chat Reference
be Staffed by Librarians? An Assessment
of Chat Reference at an Academic Library
Using LibStats,” published in the Reference

Research Review 2011, an annual bibliography
annotating items of importance to the practice
of reference.
James Metzler, adjunct professor of music,
performed an organ recital in Saint Thomas
Church-Fifth Avenue in New York City.
Figen Mekik, professor of geology, received a
grant from the National Science Foundation for
a project, “Carbonate Preservation in Pelagic
Sediments: Developing a New Aragonite
Preservation Proxy.”

